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        Judy Benton, Artistic Director

Press Release

July 12, 2019
CONTACT:  Judy Benton, Artistic Director, 352-331-8773, dance@suncountrysports.com
SUN COUNTRY DANCE THEATRE
OPEN AUDITIONS for 2019-2020 SEASON!

Sun Country Dance Theatre (SCDT), founded in August 2008, will hold open auditions for their 12th Season (2018-2019) on SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 2019.
A Mandatory Pre-Audition meeting for all dancers and parents/legal guardians of dancers planning to audition for SCDT will be held on Thursday, August 22, 2019, at 7:00pm, at Sun Country Sports – West location.  The purpose of this meeting will be to outline and review all information and details regarding becoming a performing member of SCDT.

Audition details for SUNDAY, AUGUST 25th as follows:
· SENIOR & APPRENTICE COMPANY   -  12:15-2:15 pm 
· Int/Adv - Advanced Level Ballet – ages 14 & up - Must be on pointe. 

· APPRENTICE, YOUTH, & JUNIOR COMPANY  - 2:30-4:30 pm 

· Intermediate level - Ages 11 & up / Minimum of 4 consecutive years of previous ballet training.   Bring pointe shoes if on pointe.
· JUNIOR/TRAINEE COMPANY  -  4:45-6:15pm  
· Ages 8 & up / Minimum of 2 consecutive years of previous ballet training. 
· All auditions will be held at Sun Country Sports – West location – 
333 SW 140 Terrace, Jonesville, FL.  
· Audition fee is $25 per dancer, due at the time of the audition. 

· Dancers should arrive 30 minutes prior to the audition, for registration and to complete required paperwork (parent signature will be required for all dancers under age 18).  
· Girls should wear a black leotard, pink tights, and pink ballet slippers, with hair in a slick classical ballet bun (no bangs).  Dancers who have at least one year of pointe experience should bring their pointe shoes to the audition.  
· Boys should wear appropriate classical ballet class attire.  
· To confirm an appropriate audition level – or for more information – contact:
· Judy Benton, Artistic Director, at (352) 331-8773 or dance@suncountrysports.com. 
Sun Country Dance Theatre (SCDT) is the resident non-profit performing company of DANCE Sun Country at Sun Country Sports Center.  SCDT is dedicated to nurturing and developing the artistic talent of our youth by providing pre-professional training and performance opportunities for the talented young dancers of our community.  

Throughout each season, SCDT dancers perform at numerous community and charitable events, participate in educational outreach programs focusing on the underserved youth in our community, attend and host master classes/workshops by guest teachers and choreographers, as well as present a formal spring concert as the culmination of each season.  Our programs also include the premier of numerous works of choreography by both resident and guest choreographers, in highly diverse styles of dance.   Professional dancers from Orlando Ballet have shared the stage as Guest Artists in our annual Spring productions since 2015.   The company’s vast repertoire includes several original story ballets, including “Little Red Riding Hood”, “Hansel & Gretel” and “Alice’s Adventures”.    
Many of our SCDT dancers have also received scholarships to study at some of our nation’s most prestigious summer intensives, including American Ballet Theatre, The Alvin Ailey School, the Joffrey Ballet School in NYC, Atlanta Ballet, Ballet Magnificat!, Next Generation Ballet, Central Florida Ballet, and the Orlando Ballet School.  
Throughout each season, SCDT dancers perform at numerous community and charitable events, participate in educational outreach programs, attend and host master classes/workshops by guest teachers & choreographers, as well as present a formal spring concert as the culmination of each season. Our programs also include the premier of numerous works of choreography, by both resident and guest choreographers, in highly diverse styles of dance, including classical and contemporary ballet, modern, lyrical, musical theatre, tap, jazz, and hip-hop. Many SCDT dancers have also received scholarships to study at some of our nation’s most prestigious ballet schools, including the Joffrey Ballet School in NYC, American Ballet Theatre, Atlanta Ballet, Next Generation Ballet, and the Orlando Ballet School.
Sun Country Dance Theatre programs are funded in part by the City of Gainesville, Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs Department. 
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